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In the Mail Bag

The Times will accept for publi.
eation in fts Mall Bag colvmus,
short. vigorous lefters om guestion
of public interest. It camnot un-
dertake to publish letters exeeed-
1| Ing 250 werds, and reserves the
right rigidly to condense commu~
nieations which are of greater
length. Letters must contaln the
!| name and address of the writen;
but these will not be published M
request to that effect Is made.

To the Editor of The Washington Times:

It was with extreme interest that I
read vour announcement of the faet
that $1,000,000 has been given for the pur-
pose of making possible at least gn ef
fort to stamp out the “hookworm.™

A great philanthropic deed HIES the
whole world in some degree, whether or
not the goa! almed at is reached. XEvery
such gift, for the general good, Seems
to act as a stimulant which Heltey
others to in some way follow sulk

It has long been a
ever, that in all the pumerous and Mmu-
nificent philanthropic gifts whichk Bave
been made, no one has thought of dolng
anything to stamp out whooping SSugh;

It seems to me a ghame and a disgrase,
not only to the medical world, but $o the
inteligent humanitarian world as well
that whooping cough is allowed at
just as it was before there wad SBY
definite knowledge about germs, bag-
teria, ete.

If a child is suffering with the wheop-
ing cough—I should say, when a oié
is suffering with whooping cough, &8
very few childrén escape such suffering
Y—the attending physician Ilooks wery
wise and says to the anxious, worn, and
weary moiher, “It is one of those dis-
eascs which muset run its course; about
all you can do is to keep the child well
nourished; while there is no real danger
fram whooping cough Itself, it is weak-
ening—coughing uses up vital energy--

so I advise you to keep it well nour-
ished.”” And the child continues . to
cough, in a most distressing spasmodic

manuner; severity of spasms brings on
hem:orrhage of the nose; food is thrown
up, and amid the confusion and general
upheaval the poor mother tries her best
to keep the child “well nourished,” In
order to furnish more ‘““vital energy™ to
Support more spasms, and more hemor-
rhages and more upheavals!

Not'only is whooping cough Just round
the corner, like a cruel bogy lying In
walt for every child—but who can eay
what the after-consequences of whoop~
ing cough are?

é\ 0 knows but what stamping out
whn«»p ng cough would resuit in the
eradication of such diseases as pneu-
monia, and even the great white plague
itself?

It is very rare, indeed, that any one®
has the whooping cough a second time.
This very Immunity may be taken as a
suggestitve clue for the postulation of
the proposition that having once had
whooping cough prepares the way for
the inception of other diseases, weakens
the resistance power, when the gantlet
of beselting foes must he passed.

It would be wall worth, not ly a
miilion, but a million million dol! !!
this blight of childhood could be wholl
eradicated, and the benefactor who will
assume the responsibility of the initia-
tive in stamping out this so-called un-
important disease called whooping
cough, will have his name writ large on
the heart of the world,

MRS. W. A. KELLERMAN.

The Lamont, 4, Washington, D. C,

| Greenroom Gossip |

URING Lilllan Russell’'s engage-
ment at the Columbia next
week she will be the center of
an interesting family group

which she has been able to take on tour
with her this season.

In her company will be found her sls-
ter, known profescionally as Susan
Westford, who in the playing of eccen-
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